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THE WOoORLD OF PILGRIMAGE

charity. The pilgrimage to Mecca is required | 8
of every adult Muslim, man or woman, at \
least once in a lifetime, if they can afford it.
Mecca was a place of pilgrimage long
before Islam: the Qur'an says that Abr:
Father of Israel, started the custom, an
said that his son, Ishmael, Father of the A
people, laid the paved area of green serpentine
stone on which the Ka'ba was builc. %
The Ka'ba began as the sanctuary of many
gods: a large, rough cube of grey-green granite |
blocks, slightly longer than a perfect square,
with one diagonal aligned north to south, the
other more or less east to west, obviously with
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