Muharram

It is the first month

Its Meaning

fighting
is prohibited in it, The Sacred Months

ash-shahr al-asamm
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Rulings regarding the sacred months
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A Muslim must, however, safeguard

his acts of worship and observe Islamic
teachings to the best of his ability as
Allah has commanded him to do.
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Why is it the first month of the
Islamic calendar?
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Its Virtues

It is one of the
sacred months
Fasting in this month and even the
It is the best month is next only to Rama- most sacred
after Ramadaan, and it daan in terms of and revered of
is attributed to Allah to virtue. The Prophet them.
give it more honour and | (peace and blessing be

It is the very month o It is one of the sacred 9

respect. The Prophet upon him) said, “The the Prophet (peace and months that follows the pil-
(peace and blessing be best fast after Rama- blessing be upon him) in- grimage season.
upon him) said, “The daan is Allah’s month tended to migrate to

Madeenah

best month [after Ram- | Al-Muharram.”
adaan] is the month of (Muslim: 1163)
Allah which you call Mu-

harram.” (An-Nasaa’ee,
As-Sunan Al-Kubraa: 4202)

Muharram

The Day of
Aashuraa’

‘Aashuraa’ is derived from the Arabic word
‘asharah, which means ten, the tenth
day of Muharram.
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Virtues of Fasting on the Day of "Aashuraa’

“This is a great day. Allah saved Moosaa It expiates the sins committed in the previous year.

(Moses) and his followers and drowned Pharaoh
and his people. Moosaa fasted it [giving thanks to
Allah], and so we also fast it.” The Messenger of
Allah (peace and blessing be upon him) then said,

“We have more of a right to Moosaa than you.” m itis the best day

to fast after observing the obligatory fast.

Why Fast on
the Day of

‘Aashuraa’?
Grades of Preference of Fasting It
the Day of T
the Day of

10 1109 1110 109

is, 354 days
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‘Aashuraa’

It expiates the sins committed in
the previous year; that is, 354 days

On 10 Muharram (‘Aashuraa’) 61 AH (680 CE), a heartbreaking tragedy took place. This day

witnessed the killing of Al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali ibn Abi Taalib, the Master of the Youth of Paradise, the
Prophet’s grandson, the son of Faatimah Az-Zahraa’, and one of the foremost Companions of the
Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him) and their leading scholars, along with a large number of his
sons and noble household .

and the Martyrdom This was a great tragedy that struck the Muslims, who were also struck by far worse tragedies
with the assassination of ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattaab and ‘Ali ibn Abee Taalib and before that with the

Of AI H usayn (May . death of the Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him). None of their relatives or the Prophet's Com-

Allah be pleased with hlm) panions held an annual day of mourning for them, let alone wailing and beating oneself, which
are amongst the major sins.

. Simplified Muslim Guide see Ibn Rajab, Lataa’if Al-Ma‘aarif
Al-Qurtubee, Ahkaam Al-Qur’aan

Ibn katheer, Tafseer Al-Qur’aan Al-‘Adheem, Soorat
At-Tawbah, 9:36-37.
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