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A role model for a new millennium

The human need for role models

Have yod ever hesrd of Moses, Jesas, Confuciug, Krshna or the Buddha? How
abote Gandhi, Wather Thearesa or Martin Luther King ™ If you le in the West
there's 8 good chance that you know. @ b aboilt these peopls and thir
aooompishments nman's eternal spanch for emortality and meaning, miny
laadors and harois, hoth trus snd falss, have made thair gppedrance on the
wrid stage. The respact antl riverenca shown to such figures armonp peoplé
of evary notionafity, N o@cy nge; ponts to 6 deep femen nesd oo befiove in
somenne grester than onesal, i an attemat 1o transcant the confini of
one's own imitad exetence. VWa sna thig thama roour n world myths, [poands:
hero stories, ard in e dealisation of pedpla who biave been raesod By thair
foliowars to supartuman o godly status

Most sducated peophe today mre Soepbics, snd vy suth sEories By thi
charming remnants of & simpler age: And with giobaisation sod the steaty
straam of new rellpions sl Ideclogies that people are exposed to, IEmdy ba
fard to know what to balieve

Same find it easir o ighore spirtus guestons akogethes foclsing instead on
their relgtionships, ceresrs and ‘geiting ahead” Yet wa know thet excessive
matarialsm stfips the mind snd spirt despes tachpoiogicel Advances, the
dean yearming to bafeve in a Highar Power; true madershin, and an uitsmace
purposs i lite remaing. In this dey snd age, who can b trusted a5 3 guidi in
toth spmitoal andworidly mattaers?

There is one lBades sull lsrgaly urkrimn £o the Whst, wha is an satraordinery
rale model that peopie of & beckgrounds can relste to the Prophet
Mubamemad The detaite of Mubsmmisd's romassobli ife hove Besn carsfuly
presarved and hova been subected to tha soruting of hstorsns, esst and
went In contrnat bo others  who  have achieved tanown, lor thisle
accompishrmants in & imited sphere of actvity, Mihammad's achisvamants
sappar) il e aemis of e The hestocinn bkl H Hartweots

Hart. Michaal, The 100 : A Renking af the Most Infhuentsl Persans in Hastory

Why does the average European or
American know so little about a man whose
life was so exceptional?

Irrational fears and negative propaganda, dating back to the
Crusades and exaggerated by the media, have created a
'mental block' for many people against all things Arab or
Islamic, and the two terms are often mistakenly confused. As
we enter the age of the global village, is it not time for those
who pride themselves on being unprejudiced, independent
thinkers to put aside these mental relics from a bygone era?
We invite you to take a few minutes to explore a new
understanding of religious leadership, and in so doing, to
catch a ghmpse of a manwho s loved by one-fifth of the people
on this planat.

The concept of
prophethood in Islam

For @ Muslim, a Prophet does not primarily imply someone
able to foretell the future although most of Muhammad's
predictions have already been fulfiled in astonishing ways
but.a man sent by God to call people to repent, have faith, and
dedicate their fives to doing good, thereby helping them
rediscover the purpose for which they were preated,
Prophets ara not considersd to be Divine, and are not
prayed to or worshipped though they were men of
outstanding character and spirftuslity who were protected
from committing sins, performed miracles, recelved
revelation and communed with God,

Islam teaches that God is One, without partner or associate;
no Humen being can share in any of the qualities that are
unigue to the Intelligent Creator and Sustainer of our vast

and complex universe. Muhasmmad was no more than God's.

honoured servant and Messenger, yet he embodied the best
of human potential, and that is what cantinues to make him
s0 appealing and accessible today. Lastin a line of Prophets
and Messengers sent by God to all people on earth including
MNosh, Abraham, Moses and Jesus who affected the large-
scale transformation of individusls and society, Muhammad
was unsurpaessed as teacher and guide. Speaking of his own
role as the last true Prophet before Judgement Day, he said:

"The parable of me in relation to the Prophets who came
before me s that of a man whao built a house beautifully snd
wall, except that one brick in its corner was missing. The
people went around it and wondered atits besuty, but said: "if
only that brick were put in its place!” | sm that brick, and lam
the last of the Prophets.”

C%:) Muhammad, the Prophet

Muhammad's persanal life

Muhammad was born in 570 AD to a noble family of Makkah,
and was a8 descendant of the Prophet Abraham. Orphaned
at six, Muhammad was a thoughtiul youth who worked as a
shepherd and helped his uncle with the trade caravans. As a
teenager he rejected the immoral customs of his people,
wha had become steeped in idolatry, and joined a chivalrous
order, garning the nickname The Trustworthy'. At age 25 he
found employment with a wealthy 'widow of 40 named
Khadijah. managing her business. Impressed by his honesty
and character, Khadijgh proposed marriage and he
accepted. Despite their age difference, they were happily
married for 25 years, and were blessed with six children

After Khadijah's death Muhammad married several women
for political and humanitarian reasons, as was expected of a
man of his position; all but one were widows and divorcees.
He was a loving and considerate husband and fathern and his
family was devoted to him despite his valuntary poverty, for
he put into practice his own advice, 'the best of you Is the one
wha Is best to his own family.’

Mubhammad recened his first revelation from God at 40,
through the Angel Gabriel He continued to receive
revelations for 23 years, on topics ranging from the
Oneness of God and His wondrous handiwork, to stories of
earlier prophets, morality and ethics, and life after death.
Thesa revelations became collectively known as the Gur'an,
and are considered by Muslims to be the iteral word of God,
the Prophet's own words were collected separately,
Muhammad's call to monotheism and social reform was
heawvly opposed by the Makkan elite; after enduring thirteen
years of intense persecution, he and his followers were
invited to relocate to Madinah, a town to the north that had
been torn apart by generations of intertribal warfare

Muhammad successfully settled ther differences and
forged & bond of brotherhood between the two warring
factions., as well as between the locals and the new
emigrants. For Arab tribal society, this was an amazing
accompliishment. The garly Mushims learmed Lo implament
the golden rule under the Prophet's tutelage: 'No one truly
balieves until he desires for his brother what he desires for
himself!
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What's Available at WAMY
Books

INSIGHT INTO ISLAM

A comprehensive book that introduces the principies of Istam and why
people follow Its way of life. Fluentiy wiitten, straightforwardly organised
and very well designed. Tne book combines text, pictures and graphics ina
bBeautiful artistic blend,

Other Brochures about Islam in this series

= Islam and the environment
- ‘Wnat Is islam? 3 hollstic view.
- The Qur'an: a book you can belleve In
Munammad: 3 role moded for a new millennium.
= Women in Islam: beyond stereotypes.
= Jesus: an islamic view,
+ Discover istam booklets

Exhibition material about Islam

Alsa avaitable from WAMY a unigue set of posters, sultable for exhibitions
and all events aimed at introducing the teachings of istam. A1 size posters,
full colour and very weall designed using the most up-to-date computer
design packages. Two sets of exhibition posters are avalabbe:

A new, improved set of 30 full colour posters.
These unigue posters have proved very useful for exhibitions as they
introduce the various aspacts of islam, In a succinct, yet comprehansive
way.

Aset of ten posters presenting the role of
women In islamic soclety. Through its different sections. This set of posters
helps ta refute the negative stereatypical Images about Muslim women,

Authentic information about islam can be accessed from:

www. islamoniine.net
www. harunyanya.com
www mustimheritage.com
wwrw 10 Inventions.com
www.discover-islam-online.com

Interested in Barmng more about lsam, or to order any of
the above material, please contact

WAMY UK
+44 (0] 207636 7010
E-mail warmyoffice@yahoo.co.uk - Website: wawwwamy,couk
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A role model for a new
Millennium

in the brief space of one generation and during his own
lifetime, the Prophet Muhammad* successfully transformed
the faith, mentality and culture of the people of Arabia; within
100 years his message had touched the hearts and lives of
millions in Africa, Asia and parts of Europe. The Prophet
foretold that each succeeding generation would be worse
thanthe one before it, and true to his prediction, Muslims have
not always understood or honoured his example. But
Muhammad's teachings, speeches and customs were
carefully noted down by his Companions, and compiled into.
books of authentic sayings which are available in transiation.

Along with the Gur'an, they form the holistic foundation of a
satisfying way of life for practising Muslims, while for others,
they provide a fascinating glimpse into the heart and mind of
an exceptional man and role model from whom much can be
learned.

The Prophet accomplished all this through the strength of his
character and personal example; he inspired in his followers a
love, devotion and sense of awe that was unparalleled. While
other men would have been carrupted by the absolute power
that he wielded in his later years, Muhsmmad remained
humble, ever aware of the Source of his blessings. | am just
God's servant,' he said, and '| have only been sent as a teacher.’
Although he spent his days in serving people and his nights in
prayer, he preached religious mederation and balance: he
forbade his followers to adopt @ monastic lifestyle and
preferred that they establish strong families and engage
themselves in bettering the world around them, while
remaining deeply conscious of God.
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