Workbook
Principles extracted from
“The Lofty Principles”

Authored by
Ibn Salih al-‘Uthaymin

Translated by
Abul Abbaas Naveed Ayaaz

Publisher
Madeenah.com

eMail
admin@madeenah.com

madeenah.com



Pagez

Workbook: tajrd-al-gawaid-min-al-qawaid-al-muthla

Electronic Edition - Version 3.00 Tuesday 26" September, 2022
Copyright © 2022 - Madeenah.com

All Rights Reserved*

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise without the prior written permission of the
copyright owner;

*Except for one who wishes to charitably print and freely distribute
this publication, “as is” - strictly without change, solely seeking the
Pleasure of Allah.

I I TR RN P P PR L
f\; 93\.:.}/3 5;&.; Y} U:LPMM/) ;LO./S }.j..g_d\fw

Z

132

—n\

v

{So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, let him work
righteousness and associate none as a partner in the worship
of his Lord} [ 18:110]
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Notes

In the name of Allah, ar-Rahman (the Most Merciful), ar-Rahim (the Bestower of Mercy).

“‘Al-gawa’id al-muthla fi sifati-llahi wa asmaihi al-husna” (lit. Exemplary Principles Regarding the
Attributes of Allah and His Beautiful Names), is a book authored by Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Salih
al-‘Uthaymin which clarifies the correct ‘Agidah concerning Tawhid al-Asma was-Sifat.

It contains 7 principles regarding the beautiful names of Allah; 7 principles regarding the lofty
attributes of Allah, and 4 further principles to help understand Ayat and Hadith pertaining to the
names and attributes of Allah.

In this treatise, | have extracted the principles mentioned by Ibn al-‘Uthaymin and set it in the form
of a workbook. To further assist students in their study of this aspect of Tawhid, | have added an
introduction from the words of Ibn ‘Uthaymin from other sources.

Abul Abbaas Naveed Ayaaz

Date: Monday, 29" Safar, 1444h
Corresponding to: 26" September, 2022.
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Introduction:

Tawhid, linguistically is a root
noun from the verb
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i.e. to make something one.

This can only be done by
negating and affirming.

Negating the ruling from anything
else besides what is being
singled out. And affirming the
ruling for it.

For example, we say: A person
cannot believe in Tawhid without
bearing witness La ilaha illa
Allah. He must negate the right to
worship of everybody besides
Allah, the Majestic, and affirm it
for Allah alone.

Merely negating, is a denial;
whilst merely affirming does not
prevent others have a share of
that ruling.
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The types of Tawhid with regards to
Allah, the Majestic, enter into the
general definition for Tawhid: “to
single out Allah in ever quality which
is exclusive to him.”

According to the classification of the
scholars, there are three types of
Tawhid:

1. Tawhid ar-Rububiyyah: To
single out Allah, Glorified and Most
High, with creation, sovereignty and
complete control.

2. Tawhid al-Uldhiyyah: To
single out Allah, Glorified and Most
High, with worship, such that a
person does not associate anybody
else with Allah whom he worships
and seeks closeness to like his
worship of Allah and seeking
closeness to Him.
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3. Tawhid al-Asma was-Sifat:
It is to single out Allah, Glorified
and Most High, in every name
which Allah has named Himself
with, or attributed to Himself in His
Book or upon the tongue of His
Messenger ; this is by affirming
whatever Allah has affirmed [for
Himself] without:

- Tahrif: Altering [its wording
or meaning].

- Ta'tll: Negating [its meaning
or attribute].

- Takyif: Describing or
questioning [its reality].

- Tamthil:  Likening  [His
attributes to creation].
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With regards to Tawhid al-Asma
was-Sifat, its status in the religion is
elevated, and its importance is
great, it is not possible for anybody
to worship Allah in a perfect manner
without having knowledge of the
names of Allah, the High, and His
attributes, so a person can worship
Him upon knowledge and insight.

Allah, the High, said

{and for Allah are the beautiful
names so invoke Him by them}
[07:180]
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Principles regarding the names
of Allah, the Most High.
First Principle:

All the names of Allah, the Most
High, are good and perfect.
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Second Principle:

The names of Allah contain
meaningful names and
descriptions; They are meaningful
names because they refer to [His]
essence. They are descriptions due
to the meanings they contain.

Because every name refers to the
same essence i.,e. Allah, the
Exalted, all His names are
synonymous. Because each
individual name contains a distinct
description, each name is different
and unique
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The third principle:

If the names of Allah, the Most
High, contain an attribute which is
transitive, it necessitates three
matters:

1 Affirming that name for
Allah, the exalted.

2. Affirming the attribute of Allah the
Exalted, which is contained within
the name.

3. Affirming its effect upon the
object.

However if the name contains an
attribute which is intransitive, it only
necessitates two matters:

1. Affirming that name for
Allah, the exalted.

2. Affirming the attribute of
Allah the Exalted, which s
contained within the name:
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Fourth Principle:

The names of Allah, the Most High,
contain information regarding His
Essence and His attributes,
through:

1. Al-Mutabaqah:
Inclusive meanings which reflect
His Essencey as a whole.

2. At-Tadammun:
Restricted meanings specific to the
attribute.

3. Al-iltizam:
Consequential meanings.
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The Fifth Principle:

The names of Allah, the Most High,
are established by revelation only;
they are not established through
logical reasoning.
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The sixth Principle:

The names of Allah, the Most High,
are not restricted to a fixed number.
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The Seventh Principle:

Deviation concerning the names of
Allaah, the most High, occurs due
to deviating away from what is
obligated regarding them.
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Principles concerning the
attributes of Allah, the Most
High.

The First Principle:
All the attributes of Allah contain

descriptions of perfection, without
any deficiency.
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The Second Principle:

Knowledge of the attributes is more
expansive than knowledge of His
names.
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The third principle:

The attributes of Allah are classified
into two types:

1. Attributes which affirm a
description.

2. Attributes which negate a
description.
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The Fourth Principle:

His attributes of affirmation,
contain descriptions of praise
and perfection. An increase and
variation of such attributes,
indicate a further increase in the
perfection of the One being
described.

For this reason, the attributes of
affirmation which Allah informed
of regarding His own self are
more in number than attributes
of negation.
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The fifth principle:

The attributes of affirmation can be
classified into two types:

1. Describing His Essence.

2. Describing His actions.
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The sixth Principle:

When affirming attributes for
Allah, two dangerous
prohibitions must be avoided:

1. Likening His attributes to
that of creation.

2. Questioning or describing
their reality.
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The Seventh Principle:
The attributes of Allah, the Most
High, are restricted to revelation;

logical reasoning has no bearing
whatsoever.
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Principles in  understanding
evidences pertaining to the
names and attributes.

The first Principle:

The evidences by which the names
of Allah, the Most High, and His
attributes are affirmed are:

1. The Book of Allah.

2. The Sunnah of His
Messenger £,

No other source is used to affirm
names and attributes for Allah.
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The second principle:

It is imperative for the evidences of
the Quran and Sunnah, to be
understood according to their
apparent meanings, without
altering their them — especially the
evidences pertaining to the
attributes, because logical
reasoning has no bearing.
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The Third Principle:

The apparent meanings of a proof

pertaining to the attributes of Allah

are known from one angle, and

unknown from another angle.

They are known from the angle of
their meanings.

They are unknown from the angle of
their reality.
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The Fourth Principle:

The apparent meaning of an proof
is the meaning which is naturally
understood. This may differ
according to the context of its usage
or its context within a sentence.
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Ending

Whoever truthfully asks Allah, the
Most High, showing is need in front
of Him, knowing that His Lord is rich
and free of Him whilst He is weak
and poor in front of Him, [such a
person] Allah will readily answer his
supplication.

Allah, the Most High, said: {And
when My worshippers ask you,
[O Muhammad], concerning Me -
indeed | am near. | respond to the
invocation of the supplicant
when he calls upon Me. So let
them respond to Me [by
obedience] and believe in Me
that they may be [rightly] guided}
[02:186]

We ask Allah, the Most High, to
make us from those people who
see the truth as truth and follow it,
and see falsehood as falsehood
and avoid it; that He makes guides
who are followed, and righteous
people who rectify others; and that
He does not deviate our hearts after
He guided us; and that He bestows
upon us mercy from Himself, verily
He is al-Wahhab.
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